
English Language
Unit 4
Personal or Creative Writing 
and Reading Literary and 
Non-Fiction Texts

[GEN41]
FRIDAY 10 JUNE, MORNING

TIME
1 hour 45 minutes, plus your additional time allowance.

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES
Write your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces provided at the top of this 
page.
You must complete the tasks in the spaces provided. 
Do not write outside the boxed area on each page or on blank pages. 
Complete in black ink only. Do not write with a gel pen.
Complete four tasks: one task in Section A and the three tasks in Section B.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES
The total mark for this paper is 150.
Section A (Writing) One task marked out of 88 marks. Spend 55 minutes on this section.
Section B (Reading) Three tasks marked out of 62 marks. Spend 50 minutes on this section.
This paper contains an insert for use with Task 2.
Pay attention to the suggested timings shown at the beginning of each task; these will 
enable you to complete all the tasks within the time limit.
Figures in brackets printed at the end of each task indicate the marks available.
Examiners can only credit what they can read. Keep your work legible. 
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 Section A: Personal or Creative Writing 

One Task: Spend 55 minutes on your response.  Mark allocation: 88 marks

Up to 58 marks are available for an organised piece of personal or creative writing that 
matches form with purpose to engage the specified audience.

Up to 30 marks are available for the use of a range of sentence structures and 
accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Complete only one task.

 Either 

(a) Personal writing: Write a personal essay for the examiner describing your
dream destination.

 Or

(b) Creative writing: Write a creative essay for publication in your school
magazine. The picture below is to be the basis for your creative writing.
You may provide your own title.

© Getty Images
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 • Spend 15 minutes thinking and planning
 • Spend 30 minutes writing your response
 • Spend 10 minutes checking your writing

Planning Space:
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EITHER 

(a) Personal writing: Write a personal essay for the examiner describing your
dream destination.
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OR

(b) Creative writing: Write a creative essay for publication in your school
magazine.
The picture on page 2 is to be the basis for your creative writing.
You may provide your own title.
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Section B: Reading Literary and Non-fiction Texts

Three tasks: 50 minutes. Mark allocation: 62 marks

Reading Literary Texts

Task 2: Spend 26 minutes reading both texts (see insert) and writing your answer.
Total 32 marks

Texts A and B are extracts from two novels.

Compare and contrast how the writers have created a sense of unease in their 
writing. Present supporting evidence from both texts.
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Reading Non-Fiction

Tasks 3 and 4 are based on two extracts from a newspaper article:

“THIS ARTICLE MAY BE HARD TO STOMACH!”

Task 3: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total 15 marks

The text below is the beginning of the article. 

Explain how the writer has gained and held the interest of the reader.

THIS ARTICLE MAY BE HARD TO STOMACH!

Growing up in a family of seven children meant that every day required parental 
planning of military grade precision. Bathtimes were carnage. Bedtimes were chaotic, 
and mealtimes… Well, mealtimes were an interesting experience. Mum proclaimed 
that she peeled, boiled and mashed “three bags of spuds” a night to feed our 
voracious little mouths. Despite the fact there was never enough to satisfy us, my 
mum always succeeded in getting us a “decent feed”.

Now that I’m a dad, I despair that the challenges of getting Child A to a friend’s house, 
Child B to football practice and Child C to the judo dojo have led to my kids’ 
mealtimes being more about something convenient that you can throw in the oven or 
zap in the microwave, than a freshly prepared, nutritious plate of food.

Convenience food and ready meals are everywhere – and that’s despite the countless 
tales warning of the dangers. I dread to think of the damage I may be doing to my 
children.

Have I become a processed parent?
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Task 4: Spend 12 minutes on this task. Total 15 marks

The text below is the final four paragraphs from the same article.

Explain how the writer has developed his negative view of ready meals.

Fancy a chicken korma for tonight’s dinner? Take a stroll up any aisle of the 
supermarket and you’ll be spellbound by the vivid range of colourful packaging 
presenting a healthy and filling meal, or perhaps you will be tempted by the mouth-
watering image of a plateful of golden curry on a bed of gleaming, saffron rice.

But don’t kid yourselves, folks! The grotesque gloop you’ll actually end up with, after 
it’s been ‘nuked’ for five whole minutes, will look like dog food and wood-shavings and 
will taste even worse. So, why then are we, as a nation of well-informed individuals, 
so ready to suspend disbelief and be fooled into the notion that these pre-prepared 
poisons are a suitable option for family dinners?

We need to make a stand against the bosses running the convenience food empire 
who believe they have the perfect recipe for huge profits. They need to see that we 
will no longer be duped into believing that these are a nutritious or tasty alternative to 
a good old-fashioned, freshly prepared meal!

What price will we have to pay for these inadequate, cheap alternatives? 
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Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for.
In some cases, efforts to contact copyright holders may have been unsuccessful and CCEA
will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement in future if notified.
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THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER

1st proof 24/03/22 GS
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